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World Kurdish Congress 2012 

Reflections and Report: 

Dreaming Kurdistan and the Mission of Diaspora 

by 

 

Alan Dilani and Carol Prunhuber, 

 
 

The goals of the World Kurdish Congress since it was created in 2011 have been: 

• to mobilize the Diaspora in support of its people and inspire the new Diaspora generation 
• to build a bridge between scholars within Kurdistan and outside Kurdistan; and  
• to support government institutions and universities in Kurdistan through science and 

culture.   
• to implement the research ideas and practical knowledge generated by Kurdish and non-

Kurdish scientists worldwide to support KRG.  
 

Through the World Kurdish Congress 2012 the Kurdish leadership was offered scientifically-
based guidelines and long-term strategies for dealing with vital issues for all Kurds and 
Kurdistan. 

 

Introduction 

The WKC seeks to organize and mobilize the Diaspora to meet the current and future challenges 

to support the Kurdish people and inspire the new Diaspora generation; to ensure their 

involvement in nation building and also that they participate in creating freedom for Kurdistan 

with their intellectual capacity. The WKC is building a bridge between scholars in Kurdistan 

and outside of Kurdistan and through science and culture supporting government institutions and 

universities within Kurdistan. 

 

The following is a report of the World Kurdish Congress 2012 compiled by Alan Dilani and 

Carol Prunhuber, with significant input from the WKC Scientific and Organizing WKC 

Committee Members. The contributors analyzed and summarized the successes of the Congress, 

as well as its challenges, taking into account the feedback received from many of the 600 

delegates who attended.   

 

The goal of this report is to critique the event as a whole – its many successes and its weak 

areas. The report will review both what worked and what did not work. This report is offered as 

a reflection of what the Congress achieved, what can be improved and what are the next steps 

for the future Congress. 

 

This analysis will cover many aspects of the Congress – from inception, to production, to 

completion. It also lays out an overall critical analysis of the Congress: organization, strength and 

weakness, lessons learned and how to avoid in the future what did not work. 

 

The final part of the report outlines the Next Steps with an eye to improving the upcoming 

WKC2013.  It discusses the future direction, how we should reorganize the WKC with new 

directives and an organizational structure that inspires and involves as many intellectuals as 

possible so our commitment to attain freedom for all Kurdistan will continue. 
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This report also describes actual projects presented at the WKC 2012. Some are already 

underway in Kurdistan; other projects are waiting for a response from different ministries in 

Kurdistan to move forward. 

 

Overview of WKC 2012 

The 2
nd 

World Kurdish Congress was held in Erbil from October 11-14, 2012.  It
 
was a highly 

successful event.  Accolades have streamed from countless international participants. Many of 

these remarks are included in this report. The Kurdish media lauded the WKC for its 

groundbreaking vision and scope. There is no doubt that the WKC is bringing new hope and 

movement to the region of Kurdistan.  

 

The participation of Kurds from all parts of Kurdistan sent a strong message to neighboring 

countries that Kurds are united. The presence of many TV-channels, local Kurdish, Turkey and 

Arabic, also sent a clear message that the Kurds are focusing on the science.    

 

Our aim is to further strengthen the impacts of future World Kurdish Congress events to bring 

real and lasting innovation. An event of this scale requires seamless building blocks to create an 

optimal effect. According to the overall evaluation and objective review provided by many 

delegates – who in their reviews were asked to honestly and proactively keep in the forefront 

of their critiques the need to improve future activities. 

 

The WKC2012 presented a tremendous opportunity for the KRG and for those in attendance. 

More than 600 scholars came together from the Diaspora and Kurdistan and created an 

environment of informative scientific dialogue and international networking. Much enthusiasm 

was generated.  Connections were made – with the shared goal to set forth projects and bring 

their professional knowledge in support of the Kurdistan Regional Government, institutions and 

universities. 

 

The generosity of the KRG in funding the Congress cannot be emphasized enough.  Economic 

support provided by the government enabled the WKC to expand in countless ways. The 

delegate base grew; competent presenters who would have otherwise have been unable to attend 

gratefully traveled to Erbil. It became an international event. Seeds were cast that are now 

germinating within 32 countries. The Kurdish cause rose to the forefront. Solutions were 

presented. Possibilities are now becoming realities.   

 

In his opening speech on the first day of the Congress, President Massoud Barzani said that it 

was important to work together for the improvement of the region: “We hope with your 

knowledge and expertise and in partnership with the requisite authorities that you can apply 

your experiences to eliminate the shortcomings in Kurdistan.” 

 

Foreign Minister Falah Bakir also referred to President Barzani’s opening speech: “As our 

President said, we should not be focused only in constructing buildings, but also in building 

human values, democracy, justice and social welfare.” 
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Starting with the call for paper we received more than 100 papers. Once registration was opened 

for delegates the international response was enormous. There were 53 presenters and 52 posters 

displayed. 

 

Among the delegates we had several MP’s from Canada, Sweden, two American 

Generals, diplomats and a delegation from Israel. 

 

Successes of the WKC2012 include: 

• A brighter future was focused upon for Kurdistan and disseminated globally through all the 

Congress participants. 

• Awareness expanded re: areas needing improvement  

• High level participants from UK, Canada, Australia, and Scandinavian countries 

• Political involvement of the KRG was a plus, including the session with KRG ministers and 

universities 

• Diasporas left the WKC eager to offer more to Kurdistan. Some want to return; others are 

offering their knowledge in projects that will benefit the Region. 

• Vast expansion of Kurdish networking 

• Dissemination of knowledge to enhance life in Kurdistan – practical, informational, current, 

relevant 

 

Appreciation Emails 

“Like many others at the conference who were inspired I am also currently thinking of going 

back to Kurdistan to complete my PhD. The reason why I am sharing this with you is because 

no way in million years I would have considered going back to middle-east to do any work. 

BUT thanks to you now we see a different side of Kurdistan and many reasons why we should 

consider helping to rebuild a nation that struggled for many years.”  

Afsaneh Jolan, poster, Australia 

 
“I am writing to thank you for your vision, hard work, generosity and hospitality. The 

meeting was great. I met many people and learned many things from the conference 

attendees and also as a result of being in Kurdistan. I congratulate you all for succeeding in 

bringing together scholars from Kurdistan and Diaspora.”  

Diako Ebrahimi, speaker, Australia 

 

“Thanks very much for your efforts to organize such a valuable conference. I enjoyed the 

days I attended and took very valuable notes from the lectures and presentations of the 

participants. I hope that this Congress is going to continue and progress, and hopefully by 

the conference next year, I will be able to participate with a scientific research.”  

Jihan Sindi, Advisor at the Presidency of Council of Ministers of the KRG 

 

“First of all, I would like to thank you all for your courage in arranging this event, bringing 

the Kurdish people together in the capital of Kurdistan from the entire world. Without 

KRG’s economic support, that large number of participants from abroad would not have 

been possible. I have to mention that personally this is the first time that I have participated 

in such a huge, scientific Congress, where Kurds and non-Kurds from all over the world 

were gathered.”  
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Mariwan Baker, speaker, Sweden 

 

Weak and Challenging Areas 

• Logistics of Congress Program 

• Lack of  Respect for Organizational and Congress Timelines 

• Reimbursement Process 

• Poster Displays 

• Lack of Professionalism in Congress Event 

 

The WKC 2012 had two organizers: (1) the WKC team abroad and (2) the Department of Foreign 

Relations in Erbil. Responsibilities were divided between these two main organizers. 

 

The WKC team abroad was responsible for creating the content for the Congress including the 

website.  It communicated with the participants and set up the scientific content/program of 

WKC. 

 

The KRG was responsible for the Congress logistics which included: monetary assistance to 

countless participants, Congress welcome, entertainment, hall set-up including technical areas 

of audio and visual, budget, accommodations & flights, and reimbursements of tickets. 

 

The report will address the different aspects of the conference from the call for paper to the 

development of the conference. It will focus upon the ways each area worked and 

recommendations for future improvement. 

 

ORGANIZATION OF WKC PRIOR TO CONFERENCE 
 

International Promotion- The conference promotion was very successful due to:  

• Website announcement and call for paper which was sent to the WKC mailing list and 

media which generated interest 

• Timely response to emails  sent to the WKC account by organizing committee 

 

Organizing Committee- The OC made an enormous effort and was successful in getting the 

conference rolling. A team traveled to Kurdistan to work with Department of Foreign Relations 

(DFR) in order to gain clarity about the needs and direction of the KRG for this event. 

 

However, it did fall short in several key organizational aspects: 

• Actual roles and responsibilities of the Organizing Committee  team were not clearly 

communicated  

• Some of the members of the Organizing Committee were not available at times and did 

not respond to emails 

• Though communication with local organizing committee took place,  there was a lack 

of clarity regarding specific roles and responsibilities   

• Communication with the local Kurdish team happened through only one channel, 

creating an excessive amount of work for Alan Dilani. 

 

Recommendation: 
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• Set up an Agreement Form with clearly defined roles and 

responsibilities for each Organizing Committee member  to sign 

• For future conferences in Erbil, request an organizational chart with 

names including specific areas of responsibility so the different 

members responsible for these areas can communicate directly with 

their counterpart in Erbil. 

 

Abstract Submission Process 
The presentation of variety chosen subjects among the hundreds of speakers was the 
rewarding contribution to the Congress from Kurdish scientists. There is no doubt that the 
majority of papers presented were of a high quality.  They held relevance to the Congress 
and were beneficial to the growth of Kurdistan as a nation.  
 

• More than 100 abstracts were submitted and subsequently evaluated by the Scientific 

Committee. 

• The majority of abstracts submitted for the Congress were evaluated anonymously and 

selected by the Scientific Committee. **NOTE: Hoping for the best quality presenters, 

some speakers were accepted without going through this process. Others were included 

later because they were candidates who were offering quality presentations such as Jamil 

Mardukhi and others were members of the Scientific Committee. 

• Exceptions and flexibility are part of any event. Having said this, some of the speakers in 

the process sent their abstracts and bios at the last minute. This created additional work 

for the staff working on the program. 

• Such timeline delays created stress – starting with the Evaluation Process. Some 

members of the Scientific Committee did not return their evaluations within the 

established timeline. 

• Since the WKC was 2 weeks late in responding, an unnecessary influx of anxious 

emails ensued from more than 100 applicants. This evaluation delay created an 

unnecessary rush and long hours of work.  

• As a result the publication of the Preliminary Program on the website was delayed-- an 

essential component for general registration 

 

Recommendation: 

• To avoid this situation in the future, timelines need to be respected by all 
involved.  

• The Executive Producer (Organizing Committee) will need to procure a serious 
commitment from everyone involved that responsibilities and timelines will be 
respected.  

• If someone feels they will not be able to comply because of their professional 
and personal commitments, they should not be involved in these committees. 
Such people can be involved later on in the process.  

 
Consequences of Failed Timelines for WKC 2012 

A general timeline for the WKC was created. In retrospect the first announcement was made too 
late in the year – leaving too much to do in the prescribed timeframe.  As stated above, it is 
essential that all members of the Organizing Committees on both sides of the aisle agree to 
respect timelines.  
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The Council of Ministers approved the budget a few weeks prior to the conference which left the 
Department of Foreign Relations paralyzed and incapable of responding to countless emails 
coming its way. This created a snowball effect. The DFR team was too busy responding to emails 
to give attention to other essential organizational aspects. 
 

The local organizing committee was able to start working only two weeks prior to the WKC 

since they were awaiting approval from the Council of Ministers to move forward with the 

Congress.  

 

Approval was sent one week prior to the WKC. Despite more than 8 months of preparation from 

the WKC organizers outside Kurdistan, many e-mails regarding logistical details lay unanswered 

by the Local Organizing Committee. Such delays are preventable. They undermine confidence 

in the professionalism of the WKC by potential delegates and presenters.   

 

Recommendation 

• Budget must be approved early on so the organizers can move 

forward easefully with their tasks 

 
Local Participation 

The major challenge of the Congress was to involve as many delegates as possible from 
Kurdistan.  A wide variety of people from different universities and government institutions 
attended the WKC. However, there were numerous complaints from academicians within 
Kurdistan that they were overlooked and never received an invitation.   
 

More attention needs to be given to this crucial academic area for future Kurdish WKC. 

Despite the invitations sent by the local organizing committee in Kurdistan from the office of the 

Department of Foreign Relations, these were not well received and acknowledged or not well 

prepared in advance.  

 

Recommendation: 

• DFR can begin creating a list for future conferences of specific 

departments within universities and institutions that should be included to 

the WKC.  

• In this way, they will not need to wait until the organization begins to create 

it. 

 

Quality of Actual WKC Presentations  

The topics presented during the WKC included the latest research in the fields of health and 

medical science, agriculture, higher education, economics, politics, human rights, sustainable and 

healthy development and the necessary infrastructure to support the Kurdistan Regional 

Government in its mission 

 

There were different opinions regarding the quality of the presentations. Overall delegates 

expressed recognition of the erudite subject matter and high quality of material.  
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Testimonial 

“Interesting and high standard presentations, even though there were a few presentations which 

were not of such a high standard. Most of the topics were scientifically informative.”  

Mariwan Baker, Sweden 

 

Session with Ministers and Universities 

Several KRG ministers attended the WKC to discuss current issues in their respective fields 

and to present their strategies regarding the challenges ahead. Among them was the 

Minister of Foreign Relations Falah Bakir, the Minister of Agriculture Prof. Serwan Baban, 

the Minister of Natural Resources Dr. Ashti Hawrami, the Minister of Health Dr. Rekawt 

Hama Rasheed, the Minister of Education Dr. Asmat  Muhamad Khalid, the Minister of 

Higher Education and Scientific Research Dr. Ali Saeed and the Minister of Planning Dr. 

Ali Sindi. In the afternoon session, representatives of the universities of Dohuk, Salahadeen 

and University of Kurdistan Hawler discussed the vision and missions of their universities. 

 

 

Testimonial 

“The participation of the ministers and directors of the universities, with opportunity to direct 

questions to them was highly appreciated.”  

 

 

WKC ORGANIZATION DURING CONFERENCE 
 

Both infrastructure and organization are key to the production of a conference of this size and 

complexity. These elements can make or break a gathering. If participants leave the conference 

remembering logistical details that were lacking, rather than carrying away the main message of 

the program, this is most unfortunate.  Future WKC programs must pay greater attention to these 

critical areas.  

 

These logistical areas need improvement to facilitate the inclusion of an ever-growing 

international participation.  This will enable the WKC to continue drawing upon the global stage 

in the future. Basic structural elements need to be sound and effortless. When there is such 

professional content, learned speakers and impeccable organization, the result is an outstanding 

and successful conference. All these aspects run parallel.  

 

Therefore, as well as drawing broad strokes, this report has had to focus upon not only an 

overview of the successful goals of the WKC2012, but also delineate several important 

organizational and infrastructural aspects with an eye to future improvement.  

 

Logistical and Technical Shortcomings The technical aspect of the WKC2012 in Erbil was 

weak. Testing of the audio equipment was overlooked prior to the actual event with unfortunate 

consequences. Such a routine conference procedure is essential in a basic logistical checklist.  

Without this, the professionalism of the Congress is compromised. 

  

The Executive Director went to the hall the day prior to the Congress to check the Power Point 

set-up.  He was told by the Technical Team that it was all ready. In fact, it was not. The 
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embarrassment of the first moment when Honorable President Barzani and the entire audience 

were awaiting the National Anthem to be played could easily have been avoided had the system 

been properly tested.  

 

Recommendation: 

o One person from the Organizing Committee – notably the Program 
Director– is responsible for overseeing the overall technical needs for 
the program. 

o This includes keeping an overview of the Congress schedule and 
people involved.  

o The Program Director would oversee the Technical Manager who 
would be responsible for all technical aspects of the program to ensure 
the proper functioning during the entire Congress, from start to finish.  

o Power Point presentations are up to par and are working 

o One person can be in touch with the speakers prior to the Congress to 

ensure that their PPP is well set-up and respectful of allotted time. 
 

 

Conference Schedule  

The schedule of the sessions was organized to give everyone 15 minutes and leave 10 

minutes for discussion. However, on countless occasions, the presenters ran overtime. 

They did not respect the allotted time. This resulted in delays for subsequent sessions.  

Respect for time must be observed in a large gathering that involves the participation of 

hundreds of people.  

 

Discussion Periods 

 On the plus side, delegates participated very actively during discussion time. 

Networking took place – one of the primary goals of the WKC – and much positive 

feedback came in regarding this program component.  

 

Delegates were highly interested in these sessions. They were able to interact, share 

ideas, come up with creative solutions and make contacts.   

 

However, the WKC program stated there would be time for discussion in these sessions 

which did not take place in all sessions. In many instances, this time was dedicated only 

to questions and some delegates complained that they were expecting a discussion, as 

well as responses.  

 
Recommendations: 

o Be clear in the program if there will be a discussion at the end or 
simply a Q&A. 

o Program Director ensures that the Chair connects with the speakers 
prior to the Congress to make sure their presentation will follow the 
allotted time frame. 

 
Other Recommendations from Delegates: 

o The presentations could be converted to PDF-file (takes only 1minute) 
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at the end of each day (DAY 1, DAY2, DAY3, DAY4), and could be 
uploaded instantly to the WKC-website (takes some seconds). The last 
day, all presentations could be burned in one DISC (takes only some 
minutes), and copy to hundreds of DISCs (takes only 3-4hours). The 
discs could be distributed on the last day at the end of the music event, 
and copies could be sent to all of the universities in Kurdistan. 

o A fast video camera could be placed in the hall. This could record all 

the presentations, and later burned on DVD-disc. Hundreds of copies 

could be distributed to the universities in Kurdistan. This process 

would disseminate the WKC Program Content much more widely. This 

could be even uploaded to YOUTUBE 

o Have parallel sessions on different subjects 

o Most participants and speakers were from the Diaspora.  More local 

participants would enhance the conference. 

o Small percentage of women participants, as both speakers and 

delegates.  Their participation needs to be expanded in future 

Congresses. 
 

Poster Display 

The 50 individuals who submitted papers and were not accepted as speakers were invited to bring 
a poster to present their research paper. These participants put much time and energy into 
creating their beautiful and thorough poster displays. They felt honored and grateful to be able to 
participate in this way.  

 

In his last trip to Erbil before the Congress, Alan reviewed the Poster Display Area and Set-Up 
with the Department of Foreign Relations Organizing Committee.  

 

This team was responsible for preparing the display space for the posters. The instructions given 
to the delegates were to hand in their poster when they registered. The DFR Committee was to set 
them up. Upon arrival, the WKC Committee discovered that there were no tripods/stands or 
materials for the setup of the posters. The proper communication had not been passed along to the 
Registration Team. No one was held responsible for this logistical task.  
 
As a consequence, WKC members had to improvise with the person in charge of the hall and 
asked the delegates to put up their own posters. It was quite chaotic. This situation did not honor 
the efforts that the 50 Congress participants had put forth to create their posters. The end result, 
which could have been an impressive and informative exhibition within the WKC, fell terribly 
short.  
 
**NOTE: The delegates were genuinely interested in these posters.  During each coffee break, 
much dialogue took place with the authors. So this is a program element that is highly successful 
and needs to be professionally handled in the future to further enhance its value. 
 
Again, attention to this one simple detail could have greatly enhanced this research aspect of the 
WKC 2012.  

 

Recommendations: 

o An Event Coordinator (see chart) needs to be responsible to ensure that 
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the Poster Display is aesthetically presented and given its due import.  

o Someone with design skill could be appointed so the display is both 

pleasing and impressive.  

o We need to ensure that in the future there is a space in the Congress 

location that is suitable, not only for poster displays, but also for the 

authors to make short showcase presentations of their work. 

 

 

Recommendations for Future Poster Display from Delegates: 

“The stands for posters were missing. After the presentations, posters are the next most important 

in a conference. The posters should be arranged to attract the attendants’ attention. Zigzag 

placing, with parallel has shown to be elegant and attracts participants. Choose the best posters 

and award them prizes. A prize for each field, such as health, politic, economy, culture …etc. 

could be given. This would give some meaning to the posters. It would also be good idea to 

arrange 5 min poster-presentations, which could take place during the coffee/tea break.” Mariwan 

Baker   

 

 

Ticket Reimbursement  

No clear procedure had been set up by the DFR regarding reimbursement for airline tickets.  
Hundreds of delegates had been informed they would be reimbursed upon arrival.  They had been 
asked to send their ticket invoices ahead of time to facilitate this process. 

 

None of the particulars for reimbursement had been prepared upon the beginning of the WKC 
event. The process that ensued was highly chaotic and stressful. It unnecessarily pulled the 
delegates away from the Congress sessions because they had to spend hours waiting.  

 

Personnel had not been put in place to take care of this crucial element. The staff was improvised 
in the moment. Again, this simple organizational element could have been effortless.   

 

Recommendations: 

• Should reimbursement be required in the future, recipients could receive an 
envelope upon registering with their reimbursement enclosed.  

• Recipients will have sent their invoices prior to arrival 
• Assigned personnel will handle financial repayment before the Congress 

starts. 

 

 
Media Coverage 

A press conference organized at the DFR brought the local media who were present during the 
event. Their coverage was several Kurdish TV Cannels  
 
Prior to the conference Roni Alasor from ANP (Ararat News) posted a series of articles: 
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=602 /  http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=603 
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=613 /  http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=615 
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=616  
  

http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=602
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=603
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=613
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=615
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=616
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During the Conference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rpL1B30zMw  
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=617 
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=620 / http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=618 
 
Post Conference 
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=621 / http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=622 
 

Additional  Media on WKC 

Turkey National TV 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKBo6S1NvFc   
 
The parts about Congress start from around minute 14.00 
 
http://www.mesop.de/2012/11/08/world-kurdish-Congress-2012-iraqi-kurdistan-a-dream-within-
reach-manuel-martorell/ 
 

After the conference, several negative articles appeared in Rudaw and MESOP. However, 

overall the WKC coverage was positive. 

 

 

WKC Positive Outcomes 

 
As previously stated, one of the main outcomes of the Congress was extensive networking that 

took place among the delegates. Communication also took place between delegates and 

governmental departments and universities within Kurdistan.   

 

Two months following the WKC 2012, several projects resulting from network dialogue 

and inspiration are already taking shape:  

 
World Wide Directory of Kurdish Businesses 

“The first ever World Wide Directory of Kurdish Businesses, Professionals and individuals is 

due to release early 2013. After 2 years of hard work and dedication, finally Kurdish 

communities around the world can enjoy their own network of networks. This is the first of its 

kind in the world, Kurdish Directory / Kurdish Ancestry is dedicated to serve Kurdish nation in 

Kurdistan and Diaspora, with first-class inherently secure networks of individuals, businesses 

and professionals all in one place.”  

Farzad Sanati, Speaker, Australia  http://farzadsanati.blogspot.com.au/ .” 

 

Kurdish Studies Network: 

Many members of the Kurdish Studies Network met for the first time during the WKC.  

The Congress provided a platform for them to meet one another and network with other 

Kurdish scholars, enabling them to bring forth new ideas and projects.  

 

“The Second World Kurdish Congress in Erbil was the first time some of us actually got to meet 

face to face,” Zeydanlıoğlu told Rudaw. He added that it was at the conference that the decision 

to establish a journal for Kurdish studies was made. “At the moment, no journal of Kurdish 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rpL1B30zMw
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=617
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=620
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=618
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=621
http://www.araratnews.net/nuce.php?aid=622
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKBo6S1NvFc
http://www.mesop.de/2012/11/08/world-kurdish-congress-2012-iraqi-kurdistan-a-dream-within-reach-manuel-martorell/
http://www.mesop.de/2012/11/08/world-kurdish-congress-2012-iraqi-kurdistan-a-dream-within-reach-manuel-martorell/
http://farzadsanati.blogspot.com.au/
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studies exists that meets international academic requirements and standards, while other fields 

can have several journals,” Zeydanlıoğlu said. “The second World Kurdish Congress in Erbil was 

the first time some of us actually got to meet face to face,” Zeydanlıoğlu told Rudaw.He added 

that it was at the conference that the decision to establish a journal for Kurdish studies was made. 

“At the moment, no journal of Kurdish studies exists that meets international academic 

requirements and standards, while other fields can have several journals,” Zeydanlıoğlu said. 

In Rudaw: http://www.rudaw.net/english/kurds/5367.html 

 

For Welat Zeydanlioglu, the KSN is a tool and platform that “will benefit the scholars who 

study the Kurds and in turn Kurdistan and the wider region. This is especially so for the scholars 

in Kurdistan those do not have the same privileges as us in the West. Through the Kurdish 

Studies Network which now has evolved into a scholarly network with 700 members, made 

mostly up of scholars active in the field, it has become easier for scholars from Kurdistan and 

elsewhere to access their colleagues in the West without the usual hurdles and hierarchies. We 

want this to increase and intensify and for there to be more collaboration as this will assist the 

progressive development of Kurdistan.” 

 

 

Below are some concrete results of Networking during the WKC2: 

 

Transfer of Columbia University’s Project on Conflict Resolution and Social Harmony to 

Universities in Kurdistan Regional Government  

Mostafa Khezry from Washington DC met in Erbil with Dr. Ali Saeed Mohammad and proposed 

the transfer of Columbia University’s semester-long course on “Conflict Resolution and Social 

Harmony” to universities in Kurdistan Region and Kirkuk. To initiate activities, Columbia’s 

Program on Peace-building and Rights at Columbia University’s Institute for the Study of Human 

Rights will work with the KRG’s Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in Erbil 

to organize a training/transfer of the curriculum to educators from public and private universities 

in the Kurdistan Region, as well as Kirkuk.  Columbia University has agreed with my proposal 

and is waiting to hear from the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research of the 

initiation of the project once the ministry expresses its interest for the project.   Adoption of this 

program will also facilitate further collaborations between Kurdish universities with all the 

colleges at Columbia University, which is one the top university in the world.     

 

Background 

Supported by the U.S. Department of State, Columbia University prepared a curriculum on 

“Conflict Resolution and Social Harmony” with Sri Lanka’s Ministry for Higher Education for 

use during the orientation of incoming university freshman across the country and as a semester-

long course. Discussions are underway to transfer the curriculum to educators in Myanmar, South 

Sudan and Macedonia. The curriculum provides a comprehensive experiential course 

incorporating theoretical and practical lessons on communication, empathic relations, non-violent 

conflict resolution and consensus building. Participation in the course provides an opportunity for 

students to:  

- Develop self-awareness and awareness of others. 

- Understand how conflicts and problems arise, and how they can be constructively 

solved. 

- Improve effective communication skills to prevent and resolve conflict. 

http://www.rudaw.net/english/kurds/5367.html
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- Learn and practice the basic skills of collaborative problem solving. 

- Identify ways each individual can contribute to social harmony in their 

communities.   

 

Activities 

The proposed project will establish the curriculum at universities in the Kurdistan Region and 

Kirkuk University.  The curriculum is also offered in a 3-day seminar format, which can be made 

available to politicians, trade union members, businesspersons, and tribal and religious leaders in 

the Kirkuk area.  

 

The following activities are envisioned:  

- Assessment Trip: Columbia faculty/personnel will visit the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and 

Kirkuk to conduct a site assessment and finalize project implementation. 

- Curriculum Review: Participants will review Columbia’s curriculum with Columbia 

educators in Erbil to offer adaptations to conditions in KRG and Federal Republic of Iraq.   

- Trainer Selection: Two to three qualified educators from each university will be selected 

to participate in the Training of Trainers to be conducted in Erbil. 

- Training of Trainers Preparation: The KRG Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 

Research will arrange all in-country logistics, including local participant travel, venue, 

catering, and materials for the training workshop. (Cost-sharing arrangements are being 

explored). 

- Training of Trainers: Columbia University trainers will lead a 3-day Training of Trainers 

on the adapted curriculum in Erbil. 

- Curriculum Adaptation and Implementation: Columbia personnel will work with 

participants to adapt and implement the curriculum as either a 3-day workshop or as a 

semester-long course at their respective universities.  

- Engaging Kirkukis: Through its outreach program/activities and in a close collaboration 

with the Governor Office in Kirkuk, Kirkuk University will organize workshops for 

politicians, members of trade unions, tribal and religious leaders, journalists, and civil 

servants working in ethnically mixed communities in the Governorate of Kirkuk.    

  

Institutions 

Columbia University is one of the top academic and research institutions in the world, conducting 

path-breaking research in medicine, science, the arts, and the humanities. It includes three 

undergraduate schools, thirteen graduate and professional schools, and a school of continuing 

education.  Founded in 1754, it is the oldest institution of higher learning in the state of New 

York and the fifth oldest in the United States. 

 

Institute for the Study of Human Rights (ISHR) was the first academic center in the world to be 

founded on an interdisciplinary commitment to the study of human rights. ISHR is also renowned 

for bridging the study and practice of human rights on both a national and international level. 

ISHR seeks to promote dialogue between scholars and practitioners through human rights 

research, education, lectures, conferences, and capacity-building activities.   

 

Program on Peace-building and Human Rights is an applied research endeavor taking a 

comprehensive approach to peace building through humanitarian assistance, human rights, 

economic development, and political participation. In addition to Sudan, the Program operates in 
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Iraq, Turkey, Sri Lanka, the Balkans and the Caucasus. Activities involve dialogue initiatives, 

educational exchanges and curriculum reforms that reduce hostile perceptions, as well as 

cooperative projects with practical social and economic benefits.  

 

***Desired Outcome:  

Mr. Khezry is waiting for a response from Minister Saeed Ali Mohammad to move forward with 

this project. A response is timely. Columbia will cover most of the cost and it is of utmost 

importance that the KRG move soon; otherwise there is a chance of losing the invaluable 

involvement of Columbia University.  

Mr. Khezry has also sent a proposal to Minister Falah Bakir on the following: 

 

a) Given the progressive changes and development in KRG, your Department may decide to send 

off a few outstanding students every year for graduate studies at the best American universities, 

to be trained as diplomats and international lawyers. I am now a visiting scholar 

at Colombia University (after working with UNHCR for 20 years) and once you select the 

students, I will be happy to guide them through their application process and adjustment at 

Columbia. 

               

b) On international recognition of Anfal as genocide, I think that this needs to be somehow 

coordinated through your office.  I field-researched the genocidal dimensions of the operations in 

Iraqi Kurdistan for 6 months in 1992 for Human Rights Watch and the research results was 

published under:  Iraq's Crime of Genocide: The Anfal Campaign Against the Kurds, Yale 

University Press, 1995.  I will be happy to discuss it with you as how best we can develop the 

diplomatic and legal frameworks in pursuing the recognition of Anfal as genocide by 

governments and the United Nations.   

 

c) Assisting Hawlar University to further develop its courses on regional and international studies 

-- in political sciences, political economy, international law, and regional and international 

organizations.  Again, I will be happy to help KRG on these themes. 

 

d) I would be grateful if you could help arrange for Professor Wheeler Thackston of Harvard 

University to visit KRG to review his book on Kurdish grammars with local native speakers 

before it can be published - Harvard University Press will most likely published once the 

content is vetted among the native speakers in Kurdistan.  He is one of the greatest linguists of 

our time and has never visited Kurdistan, but produced one of the best grammar books on the 

Kurdish language.   

 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~iranian/Sorani/sorani_1_grammar.pdf  

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~iranian/Kurmanji/kurmanji_1_grammar.pdf 

 

Creation Consultancy Advisory team  

“I suggest that we send a joint letter to two of the KRG ministers proposing the formation of a 

consulting firm in Erbil to undertake design review for major projects in the KRG. The proposal 

is to set up a consortium/ joint venture/ association of top experts to carry out the design and 

expert review of major building and infrastructure projects. It can include experts from Canada 

and Europe together with internationally recognized Kurdish speaking experts for this venture.”  

Jamil Marduki, Speaker, Canada 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~iranian/Sorani/sorani_1_grammar.pdf
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~iranian/Kurmanji/kurmanji_1_grammar.pdf
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Additional Testimonials from Congress Delegates: 

“I found it very interesting and a worthwhile trip. The day after the Congress I went to Duhok 

University and made a presentation to the faculty and students of architecture and civil: they 

found it interesting. I told them that I could help them with their university contacts and needs in 

Canada.”  

Jamil Mardukhi Canada 

 
Hounorable Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani 

Hounorable Dr. Ali Sindi, Minister of Planning 

Hounorable Kak Mustafa Falah Bakir, Minister of Diaspora 

 

Kurdistan Regional Government 

 

Dear Sirs, 

 

RE: Offer of Engineering and Expert Review Services 

 

It is with great pleasure that I am submitting this letter/ proposal to you which is the result of my 

trip to Erbil and Duhok during the 2nd World Kurdish Scientific Congress in October 2012, 

and my recent communications with Dr. Alan Dilani. 

 

I am a principal of the award winning international consulting engineering firm of NCK 

Engineering Ltd. of Toronto, Canada. I am originally from Sena, Iran, and a 40-year resident of 

Canada. I attended the WKC Congress in Erbil with much enthusiasm, appeared in all the 

events, listened to your talks and made my own presentation on October 14. My presentation 

was on “Advanced Structural Materials and Systems”, where I discussed creative structural 

systems used in two of our projects, The Pyramids of the Louver in Paris and the CN Tower in 

Toronto.  At the end of my presentation, I also, very briefly, made several recommendations and 

suggestions to the KRG on development projects, arising from my 40 years of involvement in 

major international development projects.  

 

It is my belief that with our experience and professional involvement in numerous Canadian and 

International projects we can contribute to the development of the KRG in this very crucial 

phase of development in several ways, by providing expert review for planning and architectural 

feasibility studies, technical review of major engineering and building projects, and by 

construction code and standard development for KRG. 

 

In this endeavor we will use our in-house facilities for the structural engineering aspects of the 

work and involve top Canadian and European consultants and experts for other disciplines. 

 

Following are the areas that I believe we, as expert engineers and consultants, can provide our 

services to the KRG  
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1. Development of Building Code and Standards for KRG. 

2. Feasibility study and preparation of Terms of Reference for major development projects in the 

KRG. 

3. Expert Review Services for building and infrastructure projects designed by others. 

4. Drafting of construction review procedures and standards for municipalities within KRG. 

5. Training of municipal engineers and technicians for design and construction review  

6. Generate policies for Technology Transfer for International Consultants and Contractors 

contracts. 

 

Should you see merit in this preliminary proposal, we can provide further information and a 

detailed proposal for your review, and once we have included your input and concerns, we can 

visit your offices in Erbil or meet your representatives in North America or Europe to finalize 

the terms and conditions of our engagement. 

  

Should you require additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us. 

 

Very truly yours; 

N.C.K. Engineering Ltd. 

Jamil Mardukhi, M.Eng., M.A.Sc., P.Eng., Consultant Designate, 

 Cc: Dr. Alan Dilani 

 
 

Most delegates mentioned the warm hospitality and active participations of all the KRG 

ministers and directors, as well as the university rectors. 

 

“I will be in touch with my new friends whom I met during the Congress and it would be my 

intention to be present in Kurdistan in order to establish new business venture there. I would like 

to thank the KRG for their warm hospitality. Their kindness and generosity was second to none 

and frankly speaking was beyond my expectation. Thank you very much.”  
 

“I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation on inviting me to the second world 

Kurdish Congress in Erbil- Kurdistan. I was impressed and overwhelmed by Kurdish regional 

Government warm hospitality. I also would like to thank you and your dedicated committee in 

organizing and running this wonderful scientific event in our beloved Kurdistan.”  
 
 

“First of all, I would like to thank your courage to arrange this event, bringing the Kurdish 

people together in the capital of Kurdistan from the entire world. Without KRG’s economical 

support, that large number of participants from abroad would not be possible. I have to 

mention that personally this is the first time that I have participated in such huge scientific 

Congress, where Kurds and non-Kurds from all over the world were gathered.”  Mariwan 

Baker, speaker, Sweden 

 

WKC2012 PUBLICATION 
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Perspectives on Kurdistan's Economy and Society in Transition I 
https://www.novapublishers.com/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=37803 

 
One of the valuable outcomes is the publication of the first WKC 2011 by NOVA Science 

Publisher, USA. The book includes the contribution of 20 Kurdish and non-Kurdish scholars 

that deal with important issues in Kurdistan, as well as a recommendation chapter to KRG as a 

result of the first Congress. Almas Heshmati, Alan Dilani and Serwan Baban were the editors 

of the book. They are currently working on evaluating, selecting and organizing papers for this 

year’s WKC volume.  Twenty-seven full papers have been submitted.  

Below is the link to Nova publishers where you can order the book: 

 

 
 

Perspectives on Kurdistan's Economy and Society in Transition II 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Perspectives-Kurdistans-Economy-Society-

Transition/dp/1443848360 

 
The second scientific World Kurdish Congress was held in October 2012 at Hewler with the 

theme of improving the quality of life, science and culture for progress in Kurdistan. The papers 

presented focused on various important aspects of culture, economy, education, health, industry 

and political science in Kurdistan. The objective of this conference was to create a network of 

academicians to exchange and develop knowledge and work together with the Kurdistan 

Regional Government on how to further enhance the progress within the Kurdish society. This 

volume is a collection of 26 studies presented at the Congress and includes an introduction by the 

editors and a summary report of the Congress. The topics presented here are diverse, covering 

several areas pertinent to the current Kurdish situation. The studies are divided into ten areas: 

namely, agriculture and rural development; diaspora; education and research; health and quality 

of life; industry; information technology and e-government; infrastructure and development; 

language; human rights; and politics. In the last part of the volume, the organization committee 

https://www.novapublishers.com/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=37803
https://www.amazon.com/Perspectives-Kurdistans-Economy-Society-Transition/dp/1443848360
https://www.amazon.com/Perspectives-Kurdistans-Economy-Society-Transition/dp/1443848360
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provides a compilation of recommendations from the Congress to the Kurdistan Regional 

Government. Click the link below to download the book; 

http://www.cambridgescholars.com/download/sample/59949 

 

 
 

THE FUTURE OF WKC AND THE CHALLNGES 
 

World Kurdish Congress needs to restructure the organization with new leadership that take the 

mission forward with challenges on the way. The mission of WKC is should be based on Science 

and Culture as main direction to develop networking among diaspora. Diaspora needs to be 

organized regardless what happened in Kurdistan and it should be considered as national duty to 

be engaged in the most pragmatic way to support the process of nation building. Diaspora should 

critically review this process and be active part of that through its own mobilization with Science 

and Culture. The activities should be based on scientific evidence and new culture that inspire the 

progress and change our society for a progressive and prospective society.  

 

The challenges are to understand the way that KRG operate and how diaspora could influence the 

work of KRG with scientific evidence to support the process of nation building. The main 

problem so far is the lack of institutionalize authority that could understand the value of science 

and how to engage the intellectual capital of diaspora that has not been yet considered as 

powerful contribution in the process of nation building.  

 

The mismatch of people in the position of KRG that not based on their qualification rather based 

on political background and nepotism are the major problem in the way to understand and 

integrate the knowledge and expertise of Diaspora. Clearly examples are several proposals have 

been sent to KRG and KRG institutions but so far none of them has been considered and none of 

them has received reply! This is the most disappointing that will discourage Kurdish diaspora to 

be engaged and prevent the process of nation building!      

http://www.cambridgescholars.com/download/sample/59949

